Con cerning 


RIGHT MANAGEMENT 


Friendly Uilits. 


Publiſhed at the Requeſt of many that heard 
it Preach'd, | 


— * 4 ——_—__ 


Fg 


— 


LONDON: 


Printed for Thomas Parkhurſt at the Bible 
and Three Crowns, the Lower End of Cheap 
ſide near Mercers Chappel, 1705. 


[ Ry 


J 
3 
1 
N 70 
* 
E- 2 
| F* 
| 85 
133 
| 
| 
? 
Z 


5 - 
„ „% 2. 3 Ge wm - > 


— a os ' = — — 2 r 2 — — zu „ IEG, FEY m * 22 . 


44 


0 
f 
” * 
= I \ 
* 6 
2 5 2 
4 £ 
* 
CI - 
0 


— w* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
N CY 
9 
* 
* 
- 


| 


TY 


_ — —_— 


— — Let us go again, and viſit our Bre- 
thren, in every City where we have preach- 
ed the Word of the Lord, and (ee how 
they do. | 


HIS was a good Motion which St. 
Paul made to Barnabas, his Brother 
and Companion in Tribulation, and in 
the Kingdom and Patience of Jeſus Chriſt, inviting 
his Company and Aſſiſtance in watering thoſe 
Churches among the Gentiles which they had to- 
gether lately planted. Bleſſed Paul, was not 
only througbly furniſhed for every good Word and 
Work, but was always forward to put forth him- 
ſelf to both; not only a Chief Speaker, but a Ads 14 
Chief Doer. e 
Though Pau and Barnabas had an extraordi- 
nary Call to preach the Goſpel among the Gen- 
tiles at firſt, the Holy Ghoſt, by ſpecial Deſigna- 
tion, ſeparating them to that great Work, yet Acts 13 
in the Proſecution of that Service, they were 2. 


not to expect immediate Direction from Heaven 


at every turn, but much was left to their own 
Prudence and Zeal, that their Example might 
be the more imitable, in after Times; and this 
particularly of viſiting thoſe to whom they had 
preached. 8 

Antioch was now a ſafe and quiet Harbor, in- 
to which Paul and Barnabas after a troubleſome 
A 2 but 


2 


Acts 22. 


Gifts as were ſuited to it. Let us ſee hom 
they do, mas IN, how it is with them; quid 
faciunt, So ſome: Quid facti ſunt, ſo others, 


he may preſcribe what is proper for him, for] 
the perfecting of his Cure, and the preventing af 


[ation is; how they ſtand affected, and how they 
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but ſucceſsful Voyage, were lately retir'd to re 
freſh themſelves a little: There they were eaſie 
and yet not idle; for while they continued there ch: 
(though not many Days) they were teaching and 
ppreaching the word of the Lord. St. Paul's active} 
Spirit could not long be reconcil'd to Reſt ; and 
therefore he hath ſoon oel of putting toll 
Sea again; he is not unmindfal of, nor will hef 

e difobedient to that Heavenly Viſi ion which the 
appointed him his Work afar off among the Gen · get 


tiles; among them therefore he is here medita- me 


ting a ſecond Expedition, to do the ſame Work, cal 


. tho” to encounter the ſame Difficulties. 7 


"That which St. Paul here deſigns is a Vt, af 105 
circular Viſit; in which we ſhould obfe ve, his 
chiefly on what Errand he would viſit them. cru 
*'Twas not meerly a Complement that he de- am 
ſign?d, nor did he take ſuch a Journey with 2 f ſto 
bare bow do e? No, he made this Viſit to bis tar 
Brethren, that he might acquaint himſelf with 89 
their Caſe, and impart unto them ſuch Spiritu- 


and both from the Syriac. He viſited them as 
the Phyſician viſits his recovering Patient, that 


Relapſe. - | 
Let us ſee bow they do; that is, Let us ſee 
what Spirit they are of, and what State they are 
— 
Let us ſee, what their Temper and Conver- 


behave themſelves. They received the Word of 


the Lord, which we preached to them with all 
| readl- 


. of Friendly Viſits. 

o readineſs of Mind, Let us go ſee whether they 
eaſie old faſt that which they received or no, and 
here/Shat's become of the Bleſſedneſs they then ſpake 
and f A good Work was begun among them, ler 
ctiveſſus ſee how it goes on, and what Advances are 
andJmade in the Building, of which we laid the Foun- 
g toffdation, They embraced the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
II heſſand profeſſed a Subjection to it, Let us go ſee whe- 
hichther they ſtand firm or are ſhaken, whether they 
Gen- get ground or loſe it, whether they are an Orna- 
dita-Yment to that worthy Name by which they are 
ork, called, or a Reproach to it. ; 
This Enquiry was the Fruit of his Godly Fea- 
t, af louſie over them, which he expreſſeth in many of 
rve, his Epiſtles with a great deal of Tenderneſs, and 


em, true Affection: He was afraid concerning thoſe 


de- among whom he had Iabour'd, leſt he had be- 
h a ſtow'd upon them Labour in vain, and leſt Sa- 
3 tan's Emiſſaries had diſorder'd and undone that 
good Work which had been done with ſo much 
tu Care and Pains by Chriſt's Embaſſadors. See 
2 Cor. 11. 2, 3. I fear leſt your Minds ſhould be cor- 
a rupted; Gal. 4. 11. 1am afraid of you — 1 Theſ. 
3. 5. Leſt by ſome means the Tempter have tempted 
v This was the Language not of his ill Opi- 
nion of them, but of his good Affection to them: 
And from this Jealouſie proceeded a diligent 
1 endeavour to reduce them if he found them ſtray- 
ing, to confirm them if he found them waver- 
| gs and to comfort them if he found them ſted- 
| faſt, 

2. Let us ſee what Condition they are in, and 
er- ¶ what their preſent Circumſtances are; whether 
hey the Churches have Reſt and Liberty, and their 
| of ¶ Door of Opportunity open, or whether they are 
all not in Trouble and Diſtreſs, ſcatter'd and broken 


di- up. 
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up. When they had laſt taken leave of them| dio, 
they gave them notice of approaching Trouble, W 
Chap. 14. 22. That through much Tribulation they Jus 
muſt enter into the Kingdom of God, Now, fair { 
he, Let vs go ſee whether the Clouds whichYſor 


were then gathering be diſpers'd, or no? Whe-YLu 


ther the Wrath of their Enemies be cool'd andſhis 
reſtrain'd, or no? Come, let us go fee how it ismu. 
with them, that however it is, we may be ſomeſJout, 
way helpful to them ; that we may rejoyce with 2 
them, it they rejoyce and caution them againſtJ« 
Security : that we may mourn with them if they loo 
mourn, and comfort them under the Crols. of 

Now this Viſit here deſign'd may be confider'd Pre 


two ways, eicher we 
en 


. As a Miniſterial Viſit to the Churches: 
or. 
2. As a Friendly Viſit to their Friends. 


Firſt, This Viſit was a Miniſterial Viſit to the 
Churches, thoſe particularly to whom they them- #4 
felves had preached the Word of the Lord, not Piſc 
building upon anothers Man's Foundation, as St. 
Paul ſpeaks, Fom. 15. 20. but cultivating their 
own Husbandry : The Perſons vi/zted muſt be 
confider'd as thoſe who had been within hearing ÞP 
of the joyful Sound of the Goſpel, and to whom 
the Word of this Salvation was ſent, as St. Paul 
had told them, Act. 13. 26. Now he won! id go, 
fee how they do, Whence we may obſerve, 

Every miſter is concern d, to enquire into 
the State of his own Hearers : they that dil-| 
penſe God's Word and Sacraments ſhould ſome- 
times, with Paul and Barnabas here Viſit thoſe 


to whom they diſpenſe them, and ſee how they 
F Fe 


| of Frieadly Viſits. 7 
em! do, how their Souls do. Theſe are the Viſits 
ble which the Text would in a ſpecial manner lead 


they Jus to diſcourle of. Ee n= 
ſaithY Miniſters ſhould: not think it enough to preach 
hichFſound Doctrine to their Congregations in the 
/he-ELump, which is like the Shepherd's turning all 
andi his Flock together into a good Paſture, but they 
it ismuſt. ſearch the particular Sheep, and ſeek them Ezek. 34. 
ome out, that they may ſtrengthen the diſeaſed, beal 116. 
withIthe /ick, bind up that which is broken, and bring 
ainſt again that which is driven away, As we mult 
they look after our Prayers to hear What anſwer 
| od gives to them, ſo we muſt look after our Hab. 2. r, 
er'd reaching, to ſee what Succeſs it has among thoſe 
we preach to, that we may, return anſwer to him 2 Sam. 24. 
that ſent us, and like the Servant that invited“. 
hes: the Gueſts, may ſhew our Lord all theſe things, Luke 14. 
Wleſſed Paul that Prince and Pattern of preachers, 21. 
taught not only publickly, but from Houſe to Houſe, 
warning every one Night and Day with Tears, Acts 20. 
the Jexborting, comſurting, and charging every one, as a 21. 
\em- Fatber doth his Children, Let us go and do like- * Theſ. 2. 
not wiſe, as thoſe that naturally care for the State 
§ St. df Souls. ES Re 
heir In the moſt humble tender and obliging man- 
t be ner that may be, Let us viſit our Brethren to 
ring hom we bave preached the Word of the Lord, and 
hom Xnquire what Improvements they have made in 
paul Knowledge by the means of Knowledge, that 


d go! 


l 
J 


me- 
hoſe 
they 

go, 


here we find them defecive we may inſtru& 
hem, miſtaken, we may rectify their miſtakes. 
nquire alſo what Progreſs they make in practi- 


Fal Godlineſs, that what is amiſs may be amend- 


d, and what is good may be encouraged, that 
heir Doubts may be reſolved, and they may be 
jelp'd over their Diffculties, and Diſcourage- 

; ments. 


* 


WH 
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ments. Come ( my Friend) you are a conſtant . 
** Hearer of the Word of the Lord, and you ſeem F+ 
© to heed it, and to be attentive to it, I am 
** come to ask you bow you do? The Soul is the. 
** Man, if it be well with the Soul, it is well 
* with the Man, How doth your Soul? Have 
& you underſtood all theſe things? If any of 
the Sayings you have heard be bard Sayings, 
© let me know, and I will endeavour to make 
* them more eaſie, Are you affected with what 
ec you hear? And doth your Heart burn within 
** you while we reaſon with you? Do you reliſh! 
good Truths, and experience the Power and 
** Influence of them upon your Heart? If ſo, it 
| „is well, Go on and proſper, the Lord is with] | 
3 you, while you be with him: That's a good he 
1 _ © Sermon indeed that doth you good; that con- Tic 
4 * vinceth you of Sin, and humbles you for it; far 
i ** ſhews you your Duty, and quickens you to it. ſar 
i | ** But if you find your ſelf cold and -unaffeted$he 
1 * with the things of God, dull and unactive in pot 
| the Work of God, dark and unacquainted with 
| * the Life of God, enquire into the Cauſe of it: 

' © Whence is it, that the things which remain 
are ready to die? It may be there is ſome ſecretF; 
* Sin indvlg'd and harbour'd, the Love of the 
World perhaps, ot fome Luſt of the Fleſh 
and this is the Worm at the Root of your Pro- 
feſſion, which withers its Leaves, and dries up 
© all its Fruit: If you love your Soul; what: 
ever it is, mortifie it, cruciſie it, and ſuppreſ 
the firſt riſings of it. It may be you are not. 
& fo cloſe and conſtant to your ſecret Devotions 
as you ſhould be; or careleſs and Lifeleſs inf, 
them, and the Soul cannot proſper while thatY kel, 
Work of the Loyd is negleQed or _— oft 
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ſtant . fully. Perhaps Family Worſhip is not kept 
ſeem up as it ſhould be, and therefore God hath 
am, witholden the Dews of his Grace from you. 
s theF- You. let your place be empty perhaps at the 
wellF* Table of the Lord, and deprive your ſelf of 
Have f the Benefit of that Ordinance ; The Commu- 
y of nion of Saints is (lighted, and 'tis well if the 
ings, society of evil Doers be not choſen rather: 
make f Come, let me beg of you, as a Friend that 
whatF* wiſheth well to your Soul, that you will walk 
PHbinF* more circumſpeltiy, and keep more cloſe to God 
rellſhF* and Duty, and you will ſoon find the Com- 
and . fort of it in your own Breaſt. 


with} How to adapt the Enquiries and Counſels to 
goodFhe Caſe of each Perſon viſited young and old, 
con-Fich and poor, weak and ſtrong, careleſs and 
r It;Fareful, I cannot undertake here to give particu- 
to it. ur Rules: But Wiſdom is profitable to dire, And 
he many excellent Books we are furniſhed with 
in poth Ancient and Modern, for our Aſſiſtance 
erein, will either quicken, us or ſhame us. And 
Fauſe for Shame, I doubt we all have for our wo- 
main ul neglect of this part of our Duty. God by 
ecretHis Grace revive this good Work! 

f theJ But if Miniſters have not the Opportunity 
leſt Fhey would have to viſit their Brethren, it would 
Jome all to one if their Brethren would ſome- 
mes viſit Them, as their Spiritual Phyſicians, 
P conſult them, and converſe with them about 
eir Spiritual State. If the Prieſts Lips ſhould 
% Knowledge, the People ſhould ſeek the Law at 


Inf. And the Spiritual Help thus ſought, is 
; thalYkely to be given moſt chearfully, and received 


cet Yoſt thankfully. | | 


9 


is Mouth, for be is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Nal. 2. 5. 
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: Secondly, This Viſit may be confider'd as 49 
Friendly Viſit mode to their Friends, with a pi. 
ous Deſign, and to very good purpoſes. The 

| Brethren they ſpeak of were ſuch as they had 

1 ſome Knowledge of, and Concern for, and whoſz 

1 Welfare they were deſirous of; Let us go (faith 

| St. Paul) and viſit them, thereby to teſtiſie the 

Kindneſs we retain for them, now we are at Ihe 

diſtance, and that thongh they are out of ſighig 

| they are not out of Mind; And let us ſee bon 

they do, that we may ſympathize with them ac x 

cording as their Condition is, and . contribut@Sur 
what we can to their Holineſs and Comfort el 
This was that which St. Paul had in his Eye, ang t 
thought worth his while, in undertaking thiHhou 
Circuit, Þck. 

Hence obſerve, That Friendly Viſits of Chriſti ntc 
ans, and kind Enquiries into each others State, as | 
wery £ood things, if they be manag'd in a right man uc 
ner, "and intended for good purpoſes, ly 
There are two ſorts of commendable Viſits t$# 
be made to our Brethren, IV ill 
or 

There are viſt ts, that are properly calm 
Chriſtian Viſits, I mean, Viſits of pure Charity 4 
delign'd for the Succor, Help, and Comfort Mer 
thoſe that are in Sorrow, Need, Sickneſs, or anſted 
other Adverſity. Few conſider what ſtreſs 1 / 
Scripture lays on this part of our Duty, Wheſhor 
the Apoltle undertakes to give a Deſcription Fe 
Religion, and to ſhew wherein ic conſiſts this NMWi 

Ian. 1. 26. the {jrit thing he deſcrihes it by, Pure ReligioÞy on 

[ and undefiled before God and the Father is thifoo0; 

1 | One would think it ſhould follow thus; LI; 

. wholly to retire from the World and all Comm ou 

| AICatIC 
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Jication with it, and to ſpend the whole time in 
as 4 


> 


Acts of Devotion, in Prayer and pious Contem- 
lations, or at leaſt to faſt twice in the Week, 
d to attend all the publick Pertormances of 
Divine Service; ] ſure, this is the principal part 
t pure Religion, and which mult ſtand firſt in 
s Deſcription : No, It is to vi/it the Fatherleſs 
nd Widows in their AfjliiGion ;, that by owning 
hem and ſympathizing with them, and by en- 
Juiring into their State, may learn which way we 
may ſhew them real Kindneſs. 

And it is this kind of Charity that in our Savi- 
pur's Deſcription of the Proceedings of the Judg- 
ent Day, will be ſo greatly rewarded ; where- 
n this will be publiſhed to the Praiſe, and Ho- 
our, and Glory of the ſaved Remnant, / was 
Pl, and ye viſited me; I was in Priſon and ye came 
nto me, therefore, Come, inherit the Kinpdom, 
s if all the Happineſs of Heaven were not too 
wch to be the return of theſe Viſits. Proba- 
Þly St. Paul had an Eye of Faith to that Word 
df Chriſt, when upon the mention of the kind 


Mat. 25. 
30, 35» 


Wiſits which Onchiphorous had made to him in his 


Bonds at Rome, he pray'd, The Lord grant unto 
him that he may find Mercy of the Lord in that? 
Pay, that Day when ſuch Viſits ſhall be remem- 
er'd, and abundantly recompenſed, and accoun- 
ed as Viſits made to Chriſt himſelf. 

Among all your Viſits therefore, I pray, let 
ot theſe charitable ones be omitted. The Poor 
ve Sick, the Priſoners, you bave always with you, the 
Vidows and the Fatherleſs, you have always with 

you, and whenever you will you may thus do them, , * 
'004, you do not want Objects of this Charity, 7. 
f you do not want a Heart to it. Look ater 
your poor Neighbours, viſit them, either your 
2 {elves 


Tim. 1. 
8. 


12 


5 &. & 


. 


Luk. 14. 12, viour directs in making Feaſts may be applied to 
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ſelves or by your Servants, ſee how they 4 
Enquire into the Neceſſities 'of thoſe that are 
not themſelves forward to make them known. 
Deep Poverty (as the Apoſtle calls it) like deep 


Waters, commonly makes the leaſt noiſe, while 
counterfeit Poverty is Clamorous. What our Sa- 


the making of Viſits, vi/3r not thy Friends and 
thy rich Neighbours, not them only who will vi- 


ſit thee again, and ſos Recompence will be made 


thee, bur viſit the poor, the maimed, the lame, 
the Mind, who cannot recompenſe thee, and thou 


{halt be recompenſed at the Reſurrection of the juſt. 
The Liberal ſhould deviſe liberal things; — 


ſince by Works of Charity we ſow upon the beſt 
Soil, ſet out what we have to the beſt Intereſt, and 
upon the beſt Securities, and ſend our Effects up- i 
on the moſt advantagious Voyages, Contrivances Fi 
of doing good will turn to a better account at 


laſt, than the moſt celebrated Projects of world- 


ly Wiſdom. God prevents us with the Bleſſings o 
bis Goodneſs, gives before we ask, and is found 
of thoſe that ſeek him not: Therefore if we! 
muſt be merciful as our Father in Heaven is merci. 
Ful, we muſt ſeek Opportunities of doing good, 
by viſiting our poor Brethren and enquiring in| 


to their Wants. If our proud Hearts be ſome: 


times ready to ſay what are ſuch and ſuch poor 
People,thatwe ſhould viſit them and regard them 
We may ſoon anſwer themwith another Queſtion 
What is Man then that God  ſoould viſit him? Mat! 


that isaWorm, and the Son of Man that is $ 
Worm? What are we that he ſhould 2ſt us, 1 
viſit and regard us? That he ſhould regard us whf 
are ſo mean and vile, according to the Eſtate of Þ 
Man of "gb Degree, lf we think much to vilit the 
Sick 


$1 
Dur 
vel 
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Fick and Poor often, and to be liberal to them in 

pur Viſits, let us remember that God viſits us Job 7. 18. 

very Morning, and that his Viſitation preſerves Job 10. 12. 
ur Spirits. 


2. Our common Viſits which we make to our 


Relations, Friends and Neighbours as ſuch, ſhould 
pe ſo manag'd as that they may be truly Chriſti- 
un Viſits, Theſe and the like civil Actions of 
Life as well as natural ones are in themſelves, 
morally neither Good nor Evil, but according 
to the Principle we are acted by, and the Rule 
we are govern'd by in the doing of them. What 


der we do, even in our Calling and common Con- 


verſe, we muſt do it to the Glory of God, and then 
Tis fanQtified, *ris dignified, Holineſs to the Lord 
„is written upon it, and it will be Fruit abound- 
ing to our Account. It is a common piece 
Jof Civility to bring our Friends forward on 
their Journey, and few look further therein 
than the obliging of their Friends, and the di- 
'Fverting of themſelves, and yet even this is capa- 
! ble of being done after a godly ſort, as we find, 
of 3 Joh. 6. 
their Journey, after a godly ſort, aZiws Ts Ot, ag 


Whom if thou bring forward on 


becomes one that belongs to God to reſpect 


thoſe that belong to him likewiſe, thou ſhalt do 
well. And without Controverſie great is this 
13 Myſtery of Godlineſs, and wherein lies much of 


Its Life and Power; i. e. the doing of common 


AQtions after a godly ſort, with an Eye to God's 
Honour as our End, his Word as our Rule, and 
jy his Providence as our Guide and Diſpoſer. Be- 


bY lieve it, Chriſtians, Religion is not a thing to be 
f x confin'd to our Churches and Cloſets, No, where- 


| ever we are we mult have it with us: Bind it 


continu- 


14 


Prov. 6. continually upon thine Heart, tye it about thy Neck: 


21. 22. 


Luk. 16.15. 
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Let 
When thou goeſt, let it lead thee; when thou — ſhe * 
eſt, Itt it keep thee ; when thou wakeſt, let it tall qu t 
with thee, Let it {it down with thee at thy Ta- 
ble, lie down with thee in thy Bed, go out with! 1 
thee about thy Buſineſs, come in with thee to thy be 
Repoſe; Let it be at thy Right Hand in buying im 
and ſelling, in reading and writing, alone and in to 
Company. As the Girdle cleaveth to the Loins of 4 pur 
Aan, ſo let it cleave to thee : By this let it ap- 
pear that Religion hath renew'd thy Heart, let Ch 
it regulate thy Life; and abide thou always un- min 
der the commanding Power and Influence of it. a p 


Among other the common Actions of Life, let} of 
this of viliting our Friends be done after a Godh}Janc 
fort. To aſſiſt you therein is what I principally!Jwi! 
deſign'd in the Choice of this Text, and what 
will take up the remainder of our Time. And! hit 
I ſhall offer ſomething both by the way of Cau-Jis 
tion againſt thoſe things which corrupt our Viſurs, 
and turn them into Sin to us; and by way off] we 
Direction to thoſe things which will ſanctiſic 
our Viſits, and make them turn to very good 


purpoſe. | fo 


= 


5 


Firſt, Suffer, I beſeech you, a Word of Cau an 
tion; and take heed that your Viſits of you 
Friends, and your Enquiries into their State be 
not ſo miſmanaged, as to turn to ſome ill purpoſe} in 
This we muſt not judge of by the common Seng ry 
timent or Faſhion of a vain World, for our Saif po 
viour has told us, that there is that which is high di 
ly ejleemed among Men, perhaps as a mighty A 
compliſhment, and a piece of very good BreecÞÞt la 
ing, which yet is lomination in the Sight of Goſh C 

104 


38 =. 
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veck: et us therefore have recourſe to the Law and to 
ſeep- Ihe Teſtimony, and take Admonition from thence 
tall Fn this Caſe. 

Ta- | 

with J. Let us take heed, that our Friendly Viſits 
) thy pe not the Waſte and Conſumption of our precious 
ying zime. We are intruited with Time as a Talent 
1d in to be traded with for Eternity; As we ſpend 
fa our Time well or il, ſo will our Eternity be 
t ap- ſpent comfortably or miſerably : Every good 
let Chr iſtian will therefore endeavour to approve 
un- himſelf a good Husband of his Time; and that's 
f it. | a piece of good Husbandry, which is indeed good 
Divinity: It is not only neceſſary that ſome part 
e, letſ of our Time be ſpent in actual Preparation for 
ody another World, but all our Time muſt be ſpent 
pally!Jwith an habitual Regard toit. Every hour of 
what the Hireling's Day mult be at the Diſpoſe of 
bim that Hir'd him into his Vineyard: Our Time 
is not our own, for we know in whoſe hand our 


we always live. 


f — 
, — 
c " Cas 


good The Wiſdom that is from above, will there- 
fore direct us, what Proportion ot time is to bs 
allotted to every Service, both of our General 
Cau. and particular Calling, ſo as that the ſeveral Du- 
you ties we have to perform, and the ſeveral Enjoy- 
te be ments we have to take the Comfort of, may not 
rpoſe}] interfere or intrench upon one another. Eve- 
Sen ry thing is beautiful in its Seaſon, and to every pur- 
ar Saß poſe there is a Time, which the Wiſe Man's Heart 
high diſcerns, Now if that Time be ſpent in Vilits, 
y AP} which ſhould be ſpent in any needful Duties re- 
reed lating to Life or Godlineſs, then they are not 
Gee Chriſtian Viſits. If under Colour of viſiting 
14 


Our 


Times are, and mult always live to him, by whom 


15 


our Friends, and ſeeing how they do, we indulge 


* faid to Moſes and the Iſraelites, ye are idle, ye art! 
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our ſelves in Sloth and Lazineſs, and the careleſ 
Neglect of Buſineſs and Labour, ve ſhall give but; 
a bad account of ſo many of our Hours miſpent Fo 
We may juſtly ſay to many, as Pharaoh un juſtl) 


idle, therefore ye ſay, Let us go and viſit our Bre. in 
thren, nay, 'tis perhaps pretended Let us go and an 


do Sacrifice. Such as theſe the Apoſtle deſcribes, pe 


who learn to be idle, wandering about from Houſe py. 
to Houſe, under pretence of Friendly Viſits; and hne 
not only idle (for fe that are idle, are only idle; Fhe 


uſually they have other Faults, when they have Fit. 


thing to do) they are Tatlers alſo and Buſi- bodies 


nothing to do, the Devil will find them ſome- 
idle in Good, but buſie in Evil: But what — 


they do when God riſeth up, and ſhall bring them Jon! 


into Judgment, for all their idle Viſits and idle h 
Frolicks, and every idle Word. 'Jor 


Learn therefore to adjuſt and limit the Ex- g 
pence of your Time, and be not prodigal of Fea 
ſuch a Talent. When you ſay you will go and} pet 
viſit a Friend, Ask, Can J afford Time for it? Is 
there not ſome greater Good to be done at the 
ſame time, which cannot ſo well be deferr'd tillſ be 


another time? Will not the Calling be neglect- kan 


ed, or ſome Religious Duties be juſtled out by it? inte 
And let that be done firſt which, all things con- 
ſider'd, is moſt needful, and every thing in itt 
own order. And where a Viſit muſt be made, 
which may ſeem to intrench too much upon ſomeſÞ 
more neceſſary Buſineſs, it will be our Wiſdom 
to improve it the more carefully for ſome very e 


good purpoſe, that ſo at leaſt we may effectually kee 
WI 


fave it from being an idle Viſit. | 
II. Let] 
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dulge | 
releß f II. Let us take heed, that our Friendly Viſits 
e bude not the Gratifications of Pride and vain Cu- 
pentFioſity. They that delire to make a fair ſhew in 


qu{t1;” 
e art ee and be ſeen; that they may ſhew themſelves 
Bre. in their belt Ornaments and Accompliſhments, 
o and and that they may obſerve what Figure other 
ribes, people make, and what they ſer themſelves off 
Houſe Þy. They go abroad only to learn Faſhions, 
and nd to ſee how the World goes; like the A- 
idle; Fhenians, who ſpent their time in nothing elſe, but 
have Þithey to tell or to hear ſome new thing, or like 
ome · Dinah who went out to ſee the Daughters of the 
"ares Land, to ſee how they were dreſs'd, what 
will Entertainments they gave, and how they liv'd, 
them only that ſhe might have ſomething to talk of 
idle when ſhe came home, either by way of praiſe 
'Jor Cenſure. This was all her Buſineſs; and 
the Sequel of the Story ſhews, that the Jour- 
Ex- ty was not for her Honour, Vet *tis to be 
al off Feared many of our Viſits are made from no 
190 etter a Principle. 
2 Is 
t the}! 
4 tillſ pe paid, and return'd, in that which is the cur- 


lect-[Frant Coin of our Country. Religion was never 
y it! intended to deſtroy good Manners, or to make 
con- Men rude and unfaſhionable; In Matters of 
n its common Converſation, 'tis a Rule of Direction 


jade, not a Rule of Contraries: But in our Compli- 
ſomeſÞnces with the Cuſtoms and Uſapes of the Placa 
dome live in, and the Perſons we converſe with, 
veryſe have need to lyk well to our Spirits, and to 
ally keep our Hearts with all Diligence, leſt that 

Which is not only innocent but commendable in 
Let 2 it 


17 


be Fleſh, viſit their Friends only that they may Gal. 5. 10. 


Acts 17. 
2 1 * 
Gen · 34.1 


Decency indeed is Duty: Civil Reſpects muſt 


18 
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it ſelf ariſe from a corrupt Principle, and ſo be 
come Sin to us. Hexckiab's ſhewing his Houſ 
and Furniture, his Armory and Jewels to thy 


King of Babylon's Embaſladors, ſeem'd but a Piece I 

of common reſpe&, and what is uſually don fate 

among Friends, and yet becauſe he did it in th nd 
Pride of his Heart, Wrath came upon him, and ben 

2 Chr. 32. on Judah and Jeruſalem tor it, and it is upon reſ ꝶs t 
*5* cord for warning to all, even to thoſe whqſven 
have «e/caped the groſſer Corruptions that are iſ pthe 

the World through Luſt, to take heed leſt fooli/f$he 

Pride, that Root of Bitterneſs, which bears e n 

much Gall and Wormwood, make their VilitygWiſi 

Dreis, and Complements a Snare to them. Pridgh 3 


is a Subtle Sin, a Sin that moſt eaſily beſets ushhe ; 
a Sin that is apt to mingle it ſelf with our beſfthey 
Actions, and like a dead Fly it ſpoils many a Polffo h 
of precious Ointment , we have therefore need tqſ. e. 
keep a jealous Eye, and a ſtrict hand vpon thꝗ Con 
Motions of our own Souls, as in other Inſtances}td : 

ſo in this of making and receiving Viſits, Leſt befhe gc 
ing lifted up with Pride, we fall into the Condem ind 

nation of the Devil, 


—_— 


Virt! 
Next 
f in our common Converie we be more ſolli han 
cirous to approve our ſelves to Men, by appear} 
ing gay and agreeable, than to approve our ſelve *T 
to God, either by doing or getting Good, ſure ur 
ly we forget that Fundamental Law of ouffwhor 
Chriſtianity, not to live to our ſelves, but to hinogh 
that died for us and roſe again, That commonſyorſ 
Principle (which too many govern themſelveqh th 
by more than by the Principles of Religion) Arien 


460d be out of the World, as out of the Faſhionfe n 


cught to be of no force with thoſe that knowſick 
they ure called cut of the World, and are not K heir 


of Friendly Viſits. 
e conformed to it, nor to walk according to the 
ourſe of it. 


ſo be 
Hou 
'O thi 
Piech 
don 

n the 
an 
n re 
whc 
re 1 
oolijh 
rs | 


Let vs always endeavour while we accommo- 
ate our ſelves to the Faſhions of our Country, 
nd of our Place in it, to be nevertheleſs as dead to 
bem, to obſerve them with ſuch an Indifferency, 
as thoſe who ſeek a better Country, that is, a hea- 
enly, and who belong to that: So we may do what 
others do, and yet not as the moſt do it. Let 
he Viſits we make daily to our God by Prayer, 
e more our Care and more our Delight than any 
ilitq Viſits we have to make to our Friends. 

Pricgd 3. Let us take heed that cur Friendly Viſits 
's une not the Cloak and Cover of Hypocriſy, That 
beſſſhey be not ſoch Viſits as David's Enemies made 
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a Polto him, If be come to ſee me he ſpeaketh Fanity, Palm 41. 


ed td. e. what he ſaith by way of Compallion and © 


1 thiCondolence is all Counterfeit and pretend- 
nces}td: His Heart gathereth Iniquity to it ſelf, when 
ſt leſſe goeth abroad he telleth it. A baſe Practice. 
demfgad that which all that have any ſenſe of 
Virtue and Honour, will cry out ſhame on. 
Next jro Hypocriſie in Religion, nothing worſe 
ſolirfthan Hypocriſie in Friendſhip. 

eat 

ive *Tis bad enough if Kindneſs be not deſign'd in 
ſurequr Viſits, and if we do not truly reſpect thoſe 
ouffrhom we thus profeſs a Reſpect for; for Love 


hiuhoght to be without Diſſimulation, But it is much Rom. 13. 


mon 
Iveco thoſe whom we pretend to make Viſits of 
) Ariendſhip to, and we go to ſee them, that 
hion fe may find ſome occalion againſt them, and 
nowyick vp ſomething to make the Matter of 
© toffheir. Reproach in the next Company. Thus 

be C 2 to 


orſe if Miſchief and Diskindneſs be tended 3: 
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to make the Shews and Ceremonies of Friend tal 
ſhip ſerve the Deſigns of Malice and JII-will e 4 
is to involve our ſelves in a double Guilt, both|&nd 
the want of Charity, and the want of Sinceri Hag. 


ty. 


Not that therefore when we have conceiv'd i 
Diſpleaſure againſt any whom upon the account pur 
of Relation, Communion, Neighbourhood, or for- Pecr 
mer Acquaintance we owe Reſpect to, we muſt pre. ] Pœar 
ſently break off all intercourſe and converſe wit) con- 
them, and deny due Civilities to them, for feaiſ pen 
of Hypocrifie | in paying them; No, That's ta that 
make ill, worſe: Bot we muſt mortify that cor mak 
rupt Paſſion which is working in us; not let tleſ ſon, 
Sun go down upon thy wrath; forgive the In Lo⁰ 
jury whether real or imaginary; be reconcild tofÞ<1 vi 
our Friend, cordially reconcil'd, and then comeſſor | 
and offer our Gift to God, and our Reſpects 10 
our Friend, We ovght carefully to avoid every} 
thing that tends to the alienating of the Afﬀe-JFr 
Qions of Chriſtians one from another, and theſ Keri 
cooling, of Love; and to deviſe all means poſſi- | nd 
ple for the preſerving of true Friendſhip whereſſThe 
it is, and the repair and retrieve of it where iÞ1I al: 
is withering and ready to die. Cha! 
1 be) 

4. Let ns take heed that our Friendly Viſits heÞking 
not made the Opportunities of landering , ani 1 
Tale- bearing. Our Rule is, not to ſpeak Evil | one 
any Man, not only that Evil which is falſe andſithin 
altogether groundleſs ; but even that Evil whichfbat 
is true, when our ſpeaking of it will do morePt. 


Hurt than Good. If we have not wherewithal KT hoy 


to ſpeak well of thoſe we ſpeak of, we had bet · read 
ter er ſay nothing of them chan lay in: The gene · or 
ral 
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end ral Law of Juſtice obligetb us to do as we would 
will he done by; we would not have our own Faults 
both end Follies, our own Miſcarriages and Miſma- 
cerifagements proclaim'd in all Companies, and 
made the Subject of Diſcourſe and Remark, Let 
Þs then treat other peoples good Name with 
de the fame Tenderneſs that we expect and deſire 
dun pur qwn ſhould be treated with: To keep that 

for-. Secret which is Secret, (for we need not make 

pre. Prandals, by divulging that which might be 
with conceabd) and of that which cannot be hid, to 

fear ſpeak as thoſe that mourn, and not as thoſe 
s ta that are p//ed wp; as thoſe that are willing to 

cor make the beſt, and hope the beſt of every Pex- 
t the ſon, end every Action, and not as if we were of 

In. Hounſel againſt the Delinquent, and thought our | 
tal ſelves oblig'd ro aggravate the Crime, and preſs 
comeſgor Judgment againſt the Criminal. 
S 10 
very Nothing is more deſtructive to Love and 

fe. riend ſnip than Tale- bearing is: We have in the 

the Þcripture, Laws againſt it, Thou ſhalt not go uP Tov, 19. 
oſſi· nd down as a Tale-bearer, among thy People. 16. 
hereſſlhe Word 557 here and elſewhere us'd for a 

renÞ1 ale-bearer properly ſigniſies a Pedlar or petty 
Chapman that buys Goods, ( ſtolen ones it may 
be) at one Place, and ſells them at another, ta- 
s bel king care to make his own Markets of them; fo 

andi Tale- bearer makes his Vilits to pick up at 
il of ene Place, and utter at another, that which he 
andſthinks will leſſen his Neighbours Reputation, 
hichfthat he may build his own upon the Ruine of 
goreßit. Another Law to the ſame Effect we have, 
thal Thou ſhalt not raiſe a falſe Report. The Margin Excd. 23. Ws | 
bet - reads it, Thou ſhalt not receive a falſe Report 1. 
ene · or many Times, the Receiver in This Caſe is as 
ral bad 
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bad as the Thief. We have alſo Proverbs 2 
Prov. 20. gainſt it, He that goes about (making Viſits ſup- $! 
19. poſe) as a Tale-bearer revealeth Secrets; and Pour 
Prov. 26. where there is no Tale- bear er, the Strife ceaſeth that 
20, 22. and the Words of a Tale. bearer are as Wound: into 
They that make it their Buſineſs in their Viſits purp 
to carry peeviſh ill-natur'd Stories and Chara - nad 
cters from place to place, to the wounding off nnd 
their Neighbours good Name ſecretly, the pro- pein 
pagating of Contempts and Jealouſies, and theſ ple! 
ſowing of Diſcord do the Devil's Work, andſ wel! 
ſerve his Intereſts more than they are aware of; ay 
That great and good Man St. Auſtin order'dſknd 
that Law of his Houſe to be written over his by a 
Table which forbad all Tale-bearers any room[thoſ 


there, | Peak 
| pearl 

Ouiſquis amat dictis abſentum rodire famam f R. 
Hanc Menſam vctitam noverit eſſe ſibi. od | 
bs'd 


and a greater than He had done ſo before him, fJato 
Plal. 101. Whoſo privily ſlandereth his Neighbour, him will II Pod 


5. cut off, aud l heartily wiſh that not the Perſons Fo ? 
but the thing might be cut off from all Conver- ſtrat« 


ſation, een 


You will do me the Juſtice (my Brethren) I I 
to think that what I ſay in theſe Cautions is in- fits e 
tended not as an Accuſation of any, I know the tom! 
Faces but of few of you, much leſs do I know [Keep 
your Faults, but as an Admonition to you all, [lwhi 
to take heed of thoſe Sins, which I know, molt Pers 
eaſily beſet us; for as in Water Face anjwers to pf B 
Face, fo doth the Heart of Man to Man. _ 

Ir} 
Secondly, 
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4 Secondly, Suffer, I beſeech you, a Word of 
TLounſel, and Direction, and let us all endeavour 
that our Viſits of our Friends, and our Enquiries 
Into their State may be made to ſerve ſome good 
urpoſe ; that they may not only be red ified, and 
ade innocent, but ſanctiſied, and made excellent; 
and may be ſo manag'd as to reſcue that from 
peing loſt time, which we cannot but be ſenſi- 
ple hath been too much ſo, and to make it paſs 
well in our Account. Even Ads of Civility 
ay be ſo improv'd as to become Acts of Piety, 
ind the common Salvtation of a How do you ; may 
is by a good Intention be advanc'd to the Rank of 
hoſe good Words, which they that fear the Lord | 
Peak often one to another, and which the Lord | 
ear bens and hears, and of which he writes a Book ,,, | 
% Remembrance, As thoſe Divine ſacred Words? | 
od be with you, and God bleſs you, when they are | 
d careleſly and lightly do degenerate and turn 
ato the Sin of taking the Name of the Lord our 

od in vain, ſo this common word, Hom do you 

to? and Jom doth your Family ? May be conſe-- 
trated by a Principle of Chriſtian Frieadſhip,and 

Fe may even therein glorifie God, 


| 
| 
| 


This which I ſay concerning the Perſonal Vi- 
fits of our Friends, may alſo be much of it ac- 
tommodated ro Paper Viſits, by Letter. The 
ceping up of our friendly Correſpondences, 
which is the chief Intention of moſt of the Let- 
ers that are written by thoſe who are not Men 
to pf Buſineſs in the World,) ought to ariſe from a 
zood Principle, and to be manag'd as becomes 
-riſtians. 


Let 
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on 
Let us then be govern'd in this Motion by th 


following Directions. — 


: 

eſs 
Let our Friendly Viſits be the Proofs anore 
Preſervatives of Brotherly Love. Brothefly Loy 
is the Law of Chriſt's Kingdom, the Livery d 
his Family, the great Leſſen to be learn'd in hif 


School, nothing is more the Beauty and Strengt! 


Fact 

It u 

ne 

Dur! 

of the Chriſtian Church, nor a brighter OrnafJ _ 
ment to that Holy Religion which we make Prof N 
feſſion of: It is maintain'd and kept up by reci | he 
procal Kindneſſes, and particularly by mutuq hen 
Viſits: This therefore we muſt intend, both ii filo 
giving and receiving them, and manage them ach 2 
cordingly, to teſtife our Affection to thoſe whorſ$ll n 
we are oblig'd by Nature, Providence, or GracFrie! 
in a particular manner to reſpect, and ſo to [heqyihou! 


2 Cor. 8. the Proof of our Love, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. Ando b 


24. 


thereby to conſirm and improve that Vnity where 
in Brethren ought to dwell together. We mulf 2. 
therefore vilit one another, that we may the bei 40100 
ter love one another with a pure Heart, and motqhy 1 
fervently. he # 
| 0d) 
Mutual Strangeneſs and affected Diſtance, Pith: 
hoth the Effect ** the Cauſe of the Decay Oers v 
Love: *Tis an Evidence that it is cool'd, and | f So 
cools it yet more, and perhaps by degrees ills irÞyher: 
and gives Satan room to fow his Tares. Whe! ling 
Relations and Neighbours,and thoſe that are un bem 

der ſome particular Ties of Friendſhip, yet ar 
as ſhy one of another, and 2s much on the re W 
ſerve, as if they never had ſeen one another below t. 
fore in this World, and never expected to ſec hoſe 
one another 11 a a better World, *ris eaſie to ſaypfein 


Contra 


; _ "of Brimaly Vifue, 
N ontrary to what was ſaid of the Primitive Chri- 
th ſtians, See bow little theſe People love one another : 
zut when they viſit each other with mutual Free- 
Meſs and Openneſs, embrace each other with a 
5 anM&ordial Endearednels, and concern themſelves for 
Lon ach other with all poſſible Tenderneſs, by this 
ry oft will appear that they are taught of God to love 
n hi hne another ; and hereby that Holy Fire is kept 
engiſ parning upon the Altar. 
rn 


rec; 
utuaſpound, and the Love of many wax cold, thoſe pe- 
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Prof} Now ſince our Lot is caſt in thoſe latter Days Mat. 24. 


herein it is foretold, that Iniquity ſhould 4 12 
21m, 3. 


th igfilous Times in which Men ſhall be Lowers of their PI 


a ac hn ſelves only, tis good Service to the publick by 
/hoof$l! means poſſible to cultivate true arid hearty 
z3racFfriendſhip, and bring it into Reputation, Why 
ſhenſnould we be ſtrange one to another, who hope 
to be together for ever with the Lord? 


muff} 2. Let our Friend ly Viſits be the Helps and Oc- 
 berÞ$4/20ns of Chriſtian Sympathy. Cliriſtian Sympa- 
Why is one Branch of Chriſtian Love, As it is in 


Pith it, and if one Member be honour d, all theMMem-. 
ers rejoyce with it. What is Love but a Union 
pf Souls, and a twiſting of Intereſts? And 
here theſe are there will be a Sympathy, accor- 

Ping to that Law of our Religion, Kejoyce with 


rel We muſt therefore viſit our Friends, and ſee 
r he$9w they do, that we may rejoyce with them in 
ſeqhoſe things which are the Matter of their re- 
CayPycing : That whea we find them and their Fa- 
re D milie: 


he natural Body, it ought to be in the myſtical , Cor. 
Body, If one Member ſuffer all the Members ſuffer = MY 


bem that do rejoyce, and weep with them that weep. _ _— 
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milies in Health and Peace, their Employ men 
ſucceſsful, their Subſtance increaſed, their Rel: 
tions agreeable, the Vine by the fide of the Hou 
fruitfol, and the Olive Plants round about the Ta 
ble green and flouriſhing, we may be comfortif 
14. in their Comfort. God takes Pleaſure in the Prof 
Pal. 35. ſperity of his Servants, and ſo ſhould we. And 


27. we ſnould be the more ſtudious to ſhew our ſeluq 

| pleas'd in the Proſperity of our Friends, becauifyent 

| moſt ſeek their own, and few another's Wealth, an ben 
thence ariſe Envy, and Emulation, and mutu# 

Jealouſies. 3. 

| * 

We muſt likewiſe deſire to know the State Hati 

our Friends, that we may mourn with them, fang 

their Afflictions, and mingle our Tears wither, 

theirs. That if the Hand of the Lord be gone r a 


againſs them, and Breaches are made on theFiſe 
and their Comforts, we may give them ſome Reſver 
lief, by putting a Reſyect upon them in their Soſhugh 
rows, and aſſuring them of our continued Frienq m 
ſhip, then when they are moſt apt to be diſcoWarti 
| raged, and to think themſelves ſlighted: AlWhar 
by giving them an Opportunity of making theKheir 
Complaints to ſuch as will hear them, not onlſheak 
with Patience, but with Tenderneſs and Confreſt 
paſſion, and this is ſome eaſe to a burthened Spſſerce 
rit, And perhaps we may then ſpeak ſome wolf ear 
in Seaſon, which God may blels for the ſtrength Go, 
ning of the weak Hands, and confirming ta 
feeble Knees, or A 
| iceal 
On this Errand Job's Friends came to viſit hinfiot i 
when they beard of all the Evil that was come und t 
100 2.11. him, that they might mourn with him, and comfff Sa 
him and it is ſome Comfort to the Mourners 
, | ha! 
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neniſ gave their Friends mourn with them. Thus Nehemiah 
Rele#&1quir'd after the Condition of his Friends with a 
Hougfender concern; as appears by his deep Reſent- 
1eTihments of the evil Tidings brought him, He ſate 
forteſomn and wept and mourned certain Lays. Let us Neh. 2 
e Priffkarn in this manner to bear one another's Bur- 3» 4 
And ens, by a compaſſionate Sorrow for other Griefs; 
ſelv4nd this ſuffering at ſecond hand, will either pre- 
ecauifJent our own Afflictions , or prepare us for 
b, anf em. 
tux 


3. Let our Friendly Viſits furniſh us with Mat- 
Yr for Prayer and Praiſe. Belides the plain Inti- 
ate q mation which our Maſter has given us, in teach- 
, feng us to addreſs our ſelves to God as Our Fa- 
witfWer, we have an expreſs Command to pray one 
ne fr another, which ſuppoſeth it our Duty like- Jam. 5. 6. 
theſſ iſe to give thanks for one another, for what- 
e Re er Mercy we pray for, when it is given we 
r Sought to return thanks for it. We find St. Paul 
rien moſt of his Epiſtles, both to Churches, and 
iſcoWarticular Friends, ſpeaking of the Prayers and 
AlWhankſgivings he offer'd up to God daily upon 
theFheir account. And it could not but be an un- 
; onlffÞiþeakable Comfort to them, to think of the jn- 
Coiffereſt they had in the Prayers of ſo great an In- 
d Spferceſſor as he was, It is written alſo for our 
wol earning, that we may in like manner give thanks 
engt God tor our Friends, making mention of them 
g itlllways in our Prayers; that thus we may teſtifie 
ur Affection to them; and may be really ſer- 
| Ficeable to their Comfort, when perhaps we are 
t hichot in a Capacity of being ſo any other way; 
e nd that we may thus keep up the Communion 
omfyf Saints in Faith, Hope and Love. 


ers Z 
ha D 2 Now 
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pr 
Now that we may do this the more particu. br 
larly, and the more ſenſibly, it is of good Uſe tof par 
viſit our Brethren, and to fce bow they do; that thei 
whatever is the matter of their rejoycing andfs v 
ours with them, we may make the matter of out Lor. 
Thankſgiving 10 God; And whatever juſt Com Ane 
plaint they make to us, we may with them ſpreaſhmot 
it before the Lord, and beg Relief and Com wh 
fort for them. ' When we viſit our Friends ud we 
have an Opportunity of praying with them; and] and 
I heartily wiſh it were more practis' d, eſpeci us, 
ally by Miniſters; This would indeed ſancifd 
our Viſits, and turn them to a very good ace. 
| 


count: When you are ſick and in trouble, yo 
deſire us to pray with you, and why ſhould you 
not deſire us to pray with you when you are ig com 
Health and Peace? That your Proſperity may bY and 
continued and ſanctified; and that you may ba and 
kept from the Snares and Temptations of i ner: 
Help likewiſe in returning thanks, is as neceſſa Kin 
ry as Help in Prayer: And they that know hoi and 
to value aright the Priviledge of Communion Dut 
with God, will reckon this as good an Enter and 
tainment as they can either give or receive. 1 
ret Ht * 
But beſides the Opportunity it gives of pray a 0 
ing togetber, it gives vs much Aſſiſtance in pray ther 
ing for one another when we are alone. Whey each 
we have ſeen our Friends and talked with them mee 
or heard from them, we can pray the more afi:Þ hop 
Rionately for them, And perhaps we ſhoulY Thr 
find it a furtherance to us in this part of ou! 
Work, if we would make it a Rule to our ſelveſh 4 
{not to bind Conſcience, but to mind it) that port: 
thoſe Friends whom | in the Day we have viſitedſ Thi 
— of 


N 
f 
N 
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pr have viſited us, whom we have written to, 


cu. 
ſe to 


that 
and? 
oO 
om. 
ea 


om. 


3 We 
and 


articularly pray for, and give thanks for, as 
here is occafion, l know not why we may nor 
2s well ſpread the Letter of a Friend before the 
.ord, as Hexckiah did the Letter of an Enemy. 
and ſome have obſerv'd, that they have had 
moſt Comfort in thoſe Relations and Friends 

hich they have pray'd moſt for : Or if herein 
Iwe ſhould be diſappointed, as Holy David was, 
Jand thoſe we pray for ſhould prove unkind to 


Jus, it will be our Satisfaction as it was his, that 
Jour Prayers will return into our own Boſum, and Pſal. 35 13. 


yy be 


niog 
ter 


ray 
raf 
7 he 
nemb 
afle 
ou] 
on 
el ve 
that 
ited 

O 
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| 
we our ſelves ſhall have the Comfort of 'em. 
| 


lt is a pious Requeſt which ſerious Chriſtians 
commonly make one to another, both by Word 
and Letter, Pray remember me in your Prayers; 


and it is good to uſe ir, provided it do not depe- 


Incrate into a Formality, and that we requeſt this 
Kindneſs from a deep Senſe of our own Wants 
and Unworthineſs, and a real Value both for the 
Duty of Prayer in "general, and for our Friends, 

and their Prayers ia particular, whom we ſup- 
| poſe to have an Intereſt in Heaven. And being 
| ſeparated from each other in this wide World, 

ja World we cannot expect to be always roge- 
ther in, by thoſe mutual Requeſts for a ſhare in 
| exch others Prayers, we make Appointments of 
meeting oft at the ſame Throne of Grace, in 
hopes of meeting ſhortly at the right hand of the 
Throne of Glory to part no more. 


4. Let our Friendly Viſits be impro d as Op- 
portunities of doing good to the Souls of our Friends. 
This is mutual, Duty to be done in giving and 

recciving 


pr heard from, we will at Night in our Cloſets 


| 
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receiving Viſits; that as Iron ſharpens Iron, ſo 
our pious Affections and Reſolutions may be 
Prov. 27. ſharpen'd by Converſation with one another, We 
17. are often commanded to ex hort one another, ad- 
moniſh one another, feach one another, comfort 
one another, and ſtir up one another to that 


Heb. 3. 13. which is good. And when can this be better done, 


10. 25. 


iTheſ. 3. than when we come together, for mutual Socie-f 
11. ty ? Then we have a Price put into our hands, 
if we have but à Heart to it, that is, Skill, and] 


8 17. Will, and Courage to improve it. 
10. 


Much hath been ſaid, and much written to! 
promote pious Diſcourſe among Chriſtians, But] 
fear to little purpoſe. We have all reaſon to 
lament it, that ſo much corrupt Communication] 
proceeds out of our Mouths, and fo little of that 


which is good, and to the uſe of edifying which 
might either manifeſt Grace in him that ſpeaks, 


or miniſter Grace to them that hear. And fhall Þ 
Job 16 dain words never have an end? Shall we reaſon ! 
whe always with unprofitable Talk, and with Speeches] 


| 
; 


I ay 
Nay 
ther 
Wit! 
ett; 
Go 


{Ref 


wherewith we can do no good, but are in danger of] 


Job 15. 3. doing Hurt? Shall we never learn the Art of in- 
troducing and keeping up profitable Diſcourſe Þ 
in our Converſe with our Friends, ſuch as we Þ 
may hear of with Comfort in that Day, when! 
by our Words we muſt be juſtified, and by our 
Words we muſt be condemn'd, A Viſit thus im- 
prov'd will be Fruit abounding to a good Ac- 
count: Whit knoweſt thou, but that thou mayſt Þ 
thus fave a Soul from Death, Eternal Death, or 
at leaſt turther a Soul towards Life, Eternal] 


Mar. 12, 
37. 


Life, Thus we muſt conteſs Chriſt before Men, 
as thoſe that are not aſhamed ot him, or of his 
Woraus: Reproach for it we muſt not fear, but 

ſay, 


, lo 


We 
ad- 
fort 
That 


one, 


cie- 
nds, 


and 


to 
But 
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N ſay, If this be to be vile, J will le yet more vile; 
be Nay, we need not fear it, for perhaps even of 


them whole Reproach we fear, if we manage it 
with Meekneſs and Humility, and without Af- 
fectation, we may be had in Honour, Serious 
Godlineſs is an awful thing and will command 
RKeſpect. 


We grant that our Diſcourſes with our Friends, 
cannot be turn'd intirely into this Chanel; Al- 
lowance muſt be made for ſome common Talk, 
yet even upon that there ſhould appear an Air 
of Religion and Godlineſs. Tho' a Foreigner 
may ſpeak Engęliſh, yet ordinarily we can diſ- 
cern by his Pronunciation that he is a Foreigner; 
ſo, tho' a good Chriſtian, who belongs to ano- 
ther World, while he is here cannot avoid ſpea- 
king of the things of this World, yet he ought 
to do it in ſuch a manner as that thoſe he con- 
verſeth with may take Knowledge of him that be Act. 4. 13 
' bath been with Jeſus, and may ſay unto him, Thou 
art a Chriſtian, and thy Speech bewrays thee, 


If it appear that we make Conſcience of out 
Words, and are afraid of offending with out 
Lips: If in our Tongue be the Law of Kindneſs ; 
lf we always ſpeak of God and his Providence, 
with Reverence and a Holy Aw, like the great 
Mr. Boyle, who in Diſcourſe was obſerv?d never 
to mention the Name of God without a diſcern- 
able Pauſe, or Stop, leaving room for a pious 
Thought; If we ſpeak of common things after 
a Godly ſort, as thoſe that accuſtom themſelves 

to the Language of Canaan, and not the Lan- 
guage of Aſhdod, God will hereby be honoured, 
dur Profeſſion will be beautified, thoſe we con- 

verſe 


32 
25 with us of a Truth, Our Speech, tho' it be 
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verſe with will be edified, and will fay that Gen 


Col. 4. 6. not always of Grace, ſhould be always with Grace 


they may be wiſe. 


Rom. 1. 
. 


ſeaſon'd with it as with Salt, which giveth it its 


own Reliſh and Savour. 
portunities of getting Good to our own Souls. 
doing Good, we do indeed 
will edifie themſelves. 


Teachers muſt be 


ſelves in Knowledge and Grace by Converſe 


with them, and that by walking with wiſe Men, 
When St. Pau! deſign'd af 
Viſit to his Friends at Rome, he aim'd both at 
J long 
to ſee you, that I may impart unto you ſome ſpiritual 


their Spiritual Benefit, and at his own, 


Gift—— and, that 1 may be comforted together 
with you. | 


What we hear from our Friends we viſit that 


is inſtructive, and what we fee in them that is 
Exemplary and Praiſe worthy, we ſhould take! 


notice of and treaſure up, that it may be ready 
for our uſe when there is occaſion. By conver- 


ſing with thoſe that are Wiſe and Good, we ſhould 
ſtrive to be made wiſer and better, Some Rules 
either of Prudence, or Piety, or both, we ſhould 
gather up for our own uſe out of every Viſit, 
that in every thing we may order our Converſati- 

on 


ſee 
it's 
thus 


Une 
| Cou 
5. Let our Friendly Viſits be improv'd as 07. 
EY 
| get Good; our own 
Lamp will burn the brighter for its lighting o- 
thers : But thoſe who are nor in a Capacity off 
doing much Good in Converſation, and can h 
little to edifie others, may yet hear that which 
They that cannot be 
glad to be Learners: Andy 
ſhould viſit thoſe that are knowing and gracious 
with this Deſign, that they may improve them- 
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Gen aright. As vain People make Viſits chiefly to 

it be ſee Faſhions, fo ſerious People ſhould make Vi- 

| ſits chiefly to learn Wiſdom, A wiſe Man will 

it its chus bear and increaſe Learning, and a Man of 
Underſtanding will by this means attain to wiſe 


BjÞ Nay, even from what we hear and ſee, that 
ownÞ'is fooliſh and blame-worthy, we may learn that 
o- which will be profitable to us. Solomon received 
off Inſtruction, even from the Field of the ſlothful, 
| ſay and the Vineyard of the Man void of Underſtand- 
hichf ing. What we obſerve indecent in others, we 
t be muſt learn to avoid; and take warning by others 
And Harms. 


em- But it is now time I conclude, with a Word 
erſe or Two of Exhortation, upon the whole Mat- 


mat] r. Let us all remember our Faults this Day, 
long and be humbled before God for the Guilt we 
tual have coutracted by our miſmanag'd Viſits of our 
they Friends. In our common Converſe, as well as 

in our common Buſineſs, *tis hard to keep our 

ſelves unſpotted. Think, How much time we 
hat have loſt in needlefs and unprofitable Viſits, which 
t is might have been better beſtow'd, and cannot now 
akeÞÞbe recall'd ! What mean and low ends we have 
ady propos'd to our felves in making our Viſits, and 
7er- how we have in them walk'd after the Courſe 
ld fof a vain and fooliſh World, and not after the 
ales Conduct of the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt 
uld Jeſus. Are we not carnal, and do we nat walk as 


Git, Aten? As the Apoſtle (peaks, far ſhort of the! Cor. 3» 


ati- E Spirit“ 


| 
| 
| 
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Spirit of Chriſtianity, that high and holy Calling 


wherewith we are called. 


Think, How little Good we have done in tte 
Vilits we have made and received! How few 
have been the better for us, *tis well if many 
have not been the worſe for us, and for our cor- 
rupt Communication. 


fallen into vain Diſcourſe, that fooliſh talking 


Eph. 5. 4. and jeſting, which the Word of God exprelly 


condemns, have not we been as forward as any 
to promote it and keep it up, and ſhew'd our 


ſelyes well pleaſed with it? Have we not pro- 


voked one another's Luſts and Paſſions, inſtead 


of provoking one another to Love and to god 
Vorls? Have we not given Offence, and put an] 
occaſion of ſtumbling in our Brother's way, by ta- 


king too great a Liberty of Speech in our Con- 


verſe with our Friends, encouraging the Hearts] 
and grie- 
ving the Hearts of thoſe that are ſerious them- 
ſelves, and expect we ſhould be ſo too? Let us} 
for theſe things judge our ſelues this Day, that] 


of the licentions in their [ooſeneſs, 


we may not be judged of the Lord, 


2, Let vs be fo wile as to chuſe thoſe for our 
intimate Friends, who will concur with us in 2 
ſerious Endeavour to get bis Matter ended. 
For the Truth is, in this as in Trade, we have 
the making but of one ſide of the Bargain; we 
can do but little towards the rectifying of what 
is ordinarily amiſs in Converſation, and the im- 
proving of it to ſome good Pu rpoſes, vnleſs thoſe 
we converſe with will do their part: Theſe there- 
fore we ſhould deſire to aſſociate our ſelves with, 

WI. 0 


When the Company has 
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alliog Þ who will edifie us and be edified by us, whom 
we. may either do good to, or get good by, or 

1 | 


fey ] *Tis our Wiſdom to avoid that Company which 
manyÞE we find corrupts our Minds, and makes them 
cor · ¶ vain, and indiſpoſeth them tor ſerious Exerciſes : 
y has What Good there is in us is apt enough to dwin- 
king dle and decay of it ſelf, we need not the help of 
reſſy others to quench it. Therefore take Solomon's 
S any] Counſel, and Go from the Preſence of a fooliſh 

our Man, when thou perceiveſt not in him the Lips of 


Pro- Knowledge. Prov. 14. 


© 


goad But ſince the Communion of Saints is intended 

i an to be the Furtherance of our Holinels and Com- 

ta- fort, and the Earneſt of our future Bliſs, and we 

on- are taught by the Pattern of that truly Primitive 

darts Church; to continue ſtedfaſt, not only in the Apo- Atts 2.42. 

rie- ¶ les Doctrine, but in Fellonſhip, let us acquaint 

em- Jour ſelves with ſome that appear to be ſerious 

t us Chriſtians, without Diſtinction of Parties, and 

thatÞconverſe with them; let ſuch only be our Bo- 
ſom-Friends: And let us ſay to them, as the | 
Neighbour- Nations did to God's Iſracl, We will 2 8. 

eur IU with you, for we have heard that Cod is with . 

Let God's People be our People, and David's 

Reſolution ours, I am a Companion of all them that Pſal. 179. 

ear thee, and of them that keep thy Precepts. 63. 


3. Let us all reſolve by the Grace of God, to 
im · Not well to our ſelves, and to the frame of our on n 
ole Spirits, in giving and receiving Viſits. If we 
:re- cannot reform the World, yet I hope we may 


th, reform our own Hearts and Lives, and every 
v1.0 E 2 Man 


2 Pet. 2. 
31. | 


Eph. 5. 3. every thing as becometh Saints. 
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Man prove his own Work, fo ſhall he have ye. 


joycing in himſelf alone, tho? perhaps not in an- 
ther; ſo ſhall his Praiſe be of God, tho' perhap; 
not of Men. PO | 


Chriſtians, I am not perſwading you to an: 
thing that is rude or moroſe ; or looks like ar 
Affectation of Singularity : Nor am I declaim- 
ing againſt the innocent Diverſions and Enter. 
tainments of Converſation, which make it plea. 
ſant to your ſelves and your Friends, and are: 
Relief to the Fatigue of Buſineſs; But I am only 
to mind you, that you be very careful not to 
loſe your Religion in them. Remember, you 
are Chriſtians, and you muſt ſpeak and act in 
Remember, you 
are haſtning into Eternity, the Days of your 
Probation will very ſhortly be number'd and f. 


niſhd, you are therefore concern'd to ſpend your 


Time on Earth as thoſe that are Candidates, and 
Probationers for Heaven, ſo that you may not 
ſeem to come ſhort, Converſe with this World « 
Senſe, as thoſe that know you muſt ſhortly re- 
move to the World of Spirits; and let this 
Thought give check to every thing that is vain 
and frothy, and put you upon conſidering, ſee- 
ing you look for ſuch things, What manner «6 
Per ſons you ought to be in all holy Converſation ani 
Godlmeſs. 5 5 


Lay before you ( my Brethren ) the Exampl: 
of the Lord Jeſus, and as he was ſo let vs be in 
this World; walking as he walked, as in other 
things ſo in this: Let us make Viſits as he did, 
with a Delign to do good, according as the 
9 | | Sphere 
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phere of our Activity is. His Lips dropt as a 
Honey-comb, and ted many; Let ours do ſo too, 
as we are able, Where-ever he was, ſtill he was 
about his Father's Buſineſs, and let us, tho? un- 
orthy of ſuch an Honour, ſtill endeavour to be 
ſo employ'd, When he viſited his Friends he 
ſympathized with them in their Griefs, comfor- 


ted them under their Afflictions, reprov'd them 
or what was amiſs, and entertained them with 
Jedifying and inſt ructive Diſcourſe, taking riſe for 


it uſually, by an admirable yet imitable Art from 
common Occurrences; and theſe things are writ- 
ten for our Learning ;, Go thou and do likewiſe. 


And that. we may be throughly furniſhed like 
the good Houſholder, that brings out of his Trea- 


ſury things new and old, let us daily pray to God 


tor that Wiſdom of the Prudent, which is to un- 


derſtand his way in every thing. There is no one 


Grace we are more particularly directed and en- 


couraged to pray for than this; If any Man lack Jam, 1. 5. 


Wiſdom (and which of us is there that doth 


Snot ?) let him ask it of God, who gives literally 


and upbraids us not with our former Follies, our 
preſent Neceſſity, or the Frequency of our Ad- 


{dreſſes and Applications to him. Solomon that 


in his Youth made Wiſdom his Choice, Wiſdom 
his Requeſt, had that granted him, and abun- 
dance of other good things added thereto, In 
putting up this Petition, let us therefore be not 
only conſtant and earneſt, but very particular : 
Lord give me Wiſdom to direct me in ſuch a 
Caſe that's difficult and doubtful! Lord enable me 


to behave my ſelf wiſely in a perfee? way towards 
my Family, and my Friends and Neighbours 


whom 
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whom I viſit, and to walk in Wiſdom alſo toward 
them that are without, that my Profeſſion of Re-W O 
ligion and Relation to Chriſt, may never ſuffer} } 
Damage or Reproach through any Imprudence 
or Indiſcretion of mine in any Viſit, given or 
received. 

And leſt this Wiſdom ſhould degenerate into 
that which is Moridly, and err by an Exceſs of 
Caution, let ps pray to God for a Spirit of Holy 
Boldneſs and Courage alſo, that we may be ena. 
bled to appear and act for God and Godlineſs in 
all Companies, and upon all occaſions with that 
pious Zeal which becomes the good Soldiers of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that all we converſe with may ſee, 
that we ſerve a Maſter whom we are neither 
aſham'd nor afraid to own; and that we have 
ventur'd all our Credit with Men, upon the Se- 
curity of that Promiſe of God, Them that honour 
me 1 will honour, 


II. 
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BOOKS Written by the Reverend Mr. Henry, 
and Sold by Tho. Parkhurſt. 


1. Diſcourſe concerning Meekneſs and Quietneſs of 

Spirit. To which is added, A Sermon; ſhewing 

that the Chriſtian Religion is not a Sect, and yet that it 15 yy 
every where ſpoken againſt, : ! 

2.A Scripture Catechiſm, in the Method of the Aſſemblies. 3 

3. A plain Catechiſm for Children: To which is added, 

another for the Inſtruction of thoſe that are to be admitted a 


to the Lord's Supper. ; 85 wp 
An Account of the Life and Death of Mr. Philip Zenry, Hu 

q«4 2 88 A1 77 7 Lu ro Fire Witt Hoy 
Miniſter of the Golpel, near Hebe in Shropſeire, With 7055 


Dr. Bates's Dedication. H. 
BOOK: 


War; 
f Re 


0 OKS Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt, at the 
Bible and Three Crowns iz Cheapſide. 


ſuffer 
dence | 
n oN Anſwer to Mr. Sachevereli's Aſſize Sermon. By a N. 
derate and true Son of the Church of England. 
A ſhort Account of the Life and Character of the Reverend 
Ir. William Bagſhaw, late Miniſter of the Goſpel, with a Dil- 
Ho! ourſe occaſion'd by his Death, repreſenting and urging the 
Nemembrance and Imitation of deceaſed Holy Minifters: By 
end-. 4ſh; with a Prefatory Letter, by Mr. Tong. 
ſs infl The Life of the Reverend Mr. William Burbitt, M.A. ſome- 
tharſine of Pembroke-hall in Cambridge, late Vicar of Dedham in 
$ of f(x, and Author of the Expolitory Notes, with Practical 
F Obſervations on the whole New Teftament: To which is ad- 
lee, Wed, a Funeral Sermon preached a Week after his Burial, on 
ther ſhe Lecture Day. By Nath. Parkburſt, M. A. and Vicar of 
1ave Woxford in Suffolk, 

Se. | Family Inſtruction or Principles of Religion, neceſſary to be 

nown by Family Governours, and needful to be taught their 
ou, children and Servants, for preparing both themſelves and 
heirs to receive the Holy Commumon 3 with Benefit and 
omfort, for the Help of Memory. Divided into fix Sections, 
by William Burkirt, late Vicar of Dedham in Eſſex. 

Diſcourſes and Sermons. By the late Reverend and Learned 
Divine, David Clark ſon, B. D. and ſome time Fellow of Clare- 
zall, in Cambridge. 

The whole Works of the late Reverend Divine, Mr. Jobn 
ry, lavell. In Two Vol. in Folio, 

Magnalia Chriſii Americani; Or, The Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 

f New-England, from its fir ſt Flanting in the Year 1620 to 

the Year of our Lord, 1698. In Seven Books. Containing 

ot Potiquities, in ſever, Chapters; the Lives of the Governours, 
ing and Names of the Magill rates, the Lives of the Divines, an Ac- 
t is Nount of the Univertity of Cambridge, in New-Ergland, Acts 
nd Monuments of the Faith and Order in their Churches, paſs'd 

ies, MW" Synods, an Account of the Providences of Judgment and 
ed, Mercy on divers Perſons in New. Fugland. By the Reverend 
ind Learned Cotton Mather, M. A. and Paſtor of the North 

hurch at Boſton, in New-Frg/and. 

Expoſitory Notes, with Practical Obſervations on the Four 

th Roly Evangelifts, viz. St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, St. 
tohn; wherein the ſacred Scripture is at large recited, the 
denſe 
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Seriſe explained, Doubts reſolved, Controverſies declined, R 


- ferences avoided, ſeeming Contradictions reconciled, and t. 


inſtructive Example of the Holy Jeſus to our Imitation recoi 
mended, Folio. By William Burkitt, M. A. Vicar and Lect 
rer of Dedbam in Eſſex. 

A Body of Practical Divinity, conſiſting of above 176 Se 
mons of the leſſer Catechiſm, compoſed by the Weſtminſter I 
vines, with a Supplement of Sermons on ſeveral Texts of Scri 
ture, Folio. By Tbomas M atſon, formerly Miniſter at St. Si 
phens Ialbroote, in London. 

The Chriſtian in compleat Armour: Or, A Treatiſe of t. 

Saints War. 

A plain Method of Catechizing, with a Prefatory Catechiſh 
ſhewing Miniſters, Parents, Mafters, ought to be faithſ 
Teachers of the firſt Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Thomas Doolinle, M. A. . 

An Explicatory Catechiſm; Or, An Explanation of the / 
ſemblies ſhorter Catechiſm; wherein all the Anſwers in t 
Aſſemblies Catechiſm are taken abroad in Under Queſtions a 
Anſwers, for the more underſtanding of what is therein Le- 
ned. By Thomas Vincent, ſometime Miniſter of Maud 
Mill-ftreet, in London. | 

The Principles of the Chriſtian Religion comprehended i 
ſhort Catechiſm, drawn forth into diftin& Propoſitions, a 
proved by plain and pertinent Texts of Scripture at larg 
w herein the Creed, Lord's Prayer, and Ten Commandment 
are explained, with ſhort Rules and Directions to Maſters ( 
Families how to ule this Book to the beſt Advantage. By Th 
mas Tye, M. A. | 

A moſt Familiar Explanation of the Aſſemblies Catechiſm 
«l:erein their larger Aniwers are broken into leſſer Parcel 
t;zereby to let in the Light by Legrees into the Minds of th 
Learners: To which is added in the Cloſe, a moſt brief Hel 
for the neceſſary, but much negletted Duty of Self-Examing 
Lion. By eb Allen, late Miniſter. 

An ! xplanation of the Aſſemblies ſhorter Catechiſm. | 

The Young, Man's Inſtructor, and Old Man's Inſtructor 
whercin ſeveral erroneous Doctrines of Quakers, Socinians 
Arminians, Antinomians, and Papiſts, are propounded an 
contuted: Tegether with the practical Application of th 
ruth confirme-!, fitted to the Capacity of the meaneſt. B 
1hcma«s Docwgiittle, 

A Schene of the Trinciples of the Chriſtian Religion, ve 

neceſſary for ſuch who are willing to underſtand the plain Me 
thod of Catechizing. By Thomas Doolittle, Price 2 d, 
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